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AP Studio Art Program Syllabus
AP Studio Art: 2D Design

Fall and Spring Semesters

Grades: 12

Prerequisites:  Graphic Design 1 and 2, teacher approval.
This course has received College Board authorization to use the “AP ®” designation as it meets or exceeds the expectations colleges and universities have for this AP subject.
Introduction

AP Studio Art is for highly motivated students with previous art training and who are seriously interested in the study of art as the program demands significant commitment. College, university, and secondary school art instructors using rigorous standards review AP Studio Art portfolios. This College Board program provides the only national standard for performance in the visual arts that allows students to earn college credit and/or advanced placement while still in high school. 

In the fall of 1998, the AP Program conducted a curriculum survey of foundation programs in art at colleges, universities, and art schools. On the basis of the survey results, the AP Studio Art Development Committee decided to change the AP Studio Art course requirements, with the intent of bringing them closer to those of the most prevalent college foundation courses. The results comprise the current portfolio offerings, which were introduced in 2001-02 as 2-D Design, 3-D Design, and Drawing.

Instructional Goals

The instructional goals of the AP Studio Art program are as follows:

· Encourage creative and systematic investigation of formal and conceptual issues.

· Emphasize making art as an ongoing process that involves the student in informed and critical decision making.

· Help students develop technical skills and familiarize them with the functions of the visual elements.

· Encourage students to become independent thinkers who will contribute inventively and critically to their culture through the making of art.

The AP Studio Art program addresses the following three major concerns that are constants in the teaching of art and that are reflected as the three sections of the AP Studio Portfolio:

· the student’s sense of quality as reflected in his/her work;

· the student’s concentration on a particular visual interest or problem; and

· the student’s need for breadth of experience in the formal, technical, and expressive means of the artist.

Course Requirements

General Behavioral Expectations

1. Student will read the syllabus for the AP Studio Art course and be familiar with and accept accountability in meeting all expectations, deadlines and requirements.

2. Student will organize his/her time and efforts to insure successful completion and submission of the AP Studio portfolio.

3. Student will work with consistent effort, maintain a positive attitude towards materials or assignments that are difficult and be able to handle uncertainty and ambiguity, and to think through complex ideas and questions.

4. Student will participate in all class activities and demonstrate respect for others and their ideas even if in disagreement.

5. Student will act with integrity and honesty at all times [see ethics, artistic integrity, and plaigiarism]

6. Student will complete the entire school year’s course of study.
General Academic Expectations
1. Student will actively participate in all class activities and assignments including technical exercises, class critiques and teacher consultations.

2. Student will adhere to Beckman High School’s policy on Academic Dishonesty as well as those stipulated by the College Board in regards to work that “makes use of photographs, published image, and/or other artists’ works.” [see ethics, artistic integrity, and plaigiarism]

3. Student will complete and submit an AP Studio Art portfolios as specified by the College Board. [see ap portfolio requirements]

Grading
The student’s quarter and semester grades will be based on the total number and quality of portfolio work completed by:
	1st Quarter – 
Rework of 5 Selected works.
	2nd Quarter – Continue to work on Sustained Investigation. Total of 15 works of art.
	3rd Quarter – 15 works
	4th Quarter – 15 works
Portfolios must be completed by the beginning of May. 
	4th Quarter – after AP test materials are uploaded, complete a resume, finalize portfolio and create a website. 


	*Issues of Copyright

At this level of artistic development, students involved in Advanced Studio Arts should no longer need to rely on duplication of another artist’s works (including photographs other than one’s own) in creation of their own. Every opportunity will be provided to allow and encourage students to work directly from nature and the environment in order to reinforce the importance and significance of artistic integrity and developing a personal voice. 

As is clearly stated by the College Board, “If you submit work that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’ works, you must show substantial and significant development beyond duplication. This may be demonstrated through manipulation of the formal qualities, design, and/or concept of the original work. It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and often violates copyright law to simply copy an image (even in another medium) that was made by someone else.” In evaluating portfolios, there must always be demonstration of original thinking. Students are encouraged to create artworks using their own knowledge, experiences, and interests.




Portfolio Requirements - AP Studio Art

The AP portfolios share a basic, 2-section structure, which requires the student to show a fundamental competence and range of understanding in visual concerns (and methods). Each of the portfolios asks the student to demonstrate a depth of investigation and process of discovery through the sustained investigation section (Section II). In the Selective Works section (Section I), the student is asked to demonstrate a serious grounding in visual principles and material techniques. 

	
	SECTION I

Selected Works – 5 actual works digitally submitted, maximum size of 18”x24” including all matting/mounting material

	SECTION II

Sustained Investigation – 15 digital images (of process, growth and art making)


	2D DES
	5 actual works that demonstrate mastery of design in concept, composition, and execution
	A body of work investigates a strong underlying visual idea in 2-D design (elements of art and principles of design concepts)


At this time, BHS students will not be submitting a 3D Design portfolio.
In preparation and submission of your AP portfolio, the AP Studio Art Digital Submission Web application will enable you to:

    * Upload digital images of your artworks in the portfolio sections that require images

    * Add written commentary where required

    * See your work as it will appear to the evaluators

    * Work on the sections of your portfolio(s) in any order, save your work, and return later to make additions or changes

    * Formally submit your portfolio when it is complete
[ For more information, go to http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/studioart/digital-submission.html  ]
Keep in Mind:

· File requirements: Please be sure that your image files meet the file format and file size requirements listed below.

· Adding written commentary to all works of art.

· Art making

· Process

· These topics will be discussed fully throughout the school year.

· Making changes to your portfolio: You will be able to work on the sections of your portfolio in any order, save your work, and return to it to make additions or changes at any time before formally submitting your portfolio.

· What your teacher can see: While your portfolio is in progress, your teacher (and/or AP Coordinator) will be able to view your work when accessing the Web application, but they will not be able to make any changes to your portfolio.
	Requirements for Digital Images (per College Board requirements)

All images must be submitted in JPEG format (file name extension .jpg) and RGB color mode. We recommend using files that are 72 pixels-per-inch (ppi) because a higher resolution does not add clarity when viewing images on a computer screen.

Recommended image sizes:

     Landscape orientation:

          • Recommended maximum size: 530 x 780 pixels (7.36” x 10.83”)

          • Recommended minimum size: 480 x 480 pixels (6.67” x 6.67”)

     Portrait orientation:

          • Recommended maximum size: 780 x 530 pixels (10.83” x 7.36”)

          • Recommended minimum size: 480 x 480 pixels (6.67” x 6.67”)

The image sizes above are recommendations. Students’ image sizes may be different. However, files cannot exceed 3.0 MB per image. (Students’ image files will likely be considerably smaller than that.




Ethics, Artistic Integrity, and Plagiarism

Any work that makes use of (appropriates) other artists’ work (including photographs) and/or published images must show substantial and significant development beyond duplication. This is demonstrated through manipulation of the formal qualities, design, and/or concept of the source. The student’s individual “voice” should be clearly evident. It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and often violates copyright law simply to copy an image (even in another medium) that was made by someone else and represent it as one’s own. 
In addition, it is unethical to submit work as one’s own if it includes the handiwork of another person. Therefore, students and parents will be required to sign an AP Studio Art Original Work Contract before final portfolio submission.
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